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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 5, 15-18, 32, and 33 have been cancelled. 
Claims 1-4 and 19-31 are herein considered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 16, 2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant's first argument concerns the newly amended combination of 
"comparing the delay time interval to an activity associated with the system 
communication with the network, the activity being any communication between the 
system and the network" and "isolating the communication module from the network 
based on the comparison without terminating all power supplied to the communication 
module" of claim 1 . In response, the Examiner would first like to point out that the 
Applicant has failed to rebuke the rejections presented in the previous office action 
relating to the Landwehr's teaching of the "comparing of the delay time interval to an 
activity associated with a system communication with the network", and therefor 
concedes that Landwehr does in fact teach it. Applicant has instead added the 
limitation, "the activity being any communication between the system and the network". 
The Examiner would like to draw the Applicant's attention to column 1 of Landwehr, 
lines 50-51 wherein Landwehr states, "another objective is to prevent access to a circuit 
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by any means simpler than direct physical altering of the circuit". The Examiner has 
taken this phrase to include access to the circuit by communication means, not 
including direct physical access. 

As for the addition of the phrase "without terminating all power supplied to the 
communication module", the Examiner would like to draw the Applicant's attention to 
column 2 lines 13-16 of Landwehr, wherein it is stated, "because the invention 
necessarily disables only the input/output of the third circuit, the third circuit could still 
operate in isolation (e.g. running programs internally), saving lost work time". It is 
apparent from this citation that it is Landwehr's intent to not terminate all power from the 
unit so that specified programs would still be operable. 

Therefore, based on the above arguments, the Examiner maintains the rejections 
as set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States; 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another files in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
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filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1-4, 6-9, 11, 19, 21, 24, 25, 28, 30, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by Landwehr et al (US Patent No 5,892,901). 

Regarding claim 1 , Landwehr teaches a method for providing a secure operating 
environment for a network accessible system comprising accessing a delay timer 
operably coupled to a communication module, the delay timer including a delay time 
interval (col. 5 lines 29-34); comparing the delay time interval to an activity associated 
with the system communication with the network (col. 3 lines 45-65) the activity being 
any communication between the system and the network (col.1 lines 50-51); and 
isolating the communication module from the network based on the comparison (col.3 
lines 4-6; col.3 lines 26-28; col.4 lines 31-40) without terminating all power supplied to 
the communication module (col.2 lines 13-16). 

Regarding claim 2, Landwehr teaches disabling the communication module if the 
communication module remains idle for a time period greater than the delay time 
interval (col.3 lines 59-65). 

Regarding claim 3, Landwehr teaches the disabling includes reducing a power 
state associated with the communication module (col.2 line 65 thru col.3 line 6). 
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Regarding claim 4, Landwehr teaches detecting a user initiated request to 
access the network; altering the power state of the communication module; initializing 
the communication module to communicate with the network; and initializing the delay 
timer (col.3 lines 25-65). 

Regarding claim 6, Landwehr teaches the isolating further comprises 
disconnecting a communication port associated with the communication module (col.4 
lines 30-34). 

Regarding claim 7, Landwehr teaches initializing the delay time in response to 
the system initiating communication with the network (col.3 lines 32-38). 

Regarding claim 8, Landwehr teaches adjusting the delay time interval using a 
software interface associated with a delay timer (col.4 lines 49-57). 

Regarding claim 9, Landwehr teaches adjusting the delay time interval using a 
hardware interface associated with the delay timer (col.4 lines 49-57). 

Regarding claim 11, Landwehr teaches accessing a network location; 
Disabling the communication module upon the communication module being idle for a 
time period greater than the delay time interval; and enabling the communication 
module upon determining a request to access the network location (col.3 lines 25-65). 
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Claims 19 and 21 are substantially equivalent to claims 1 and 11 respectively, 
therefore claims 19 and 21 are rejected because of similar rationale. 

Regarding claim 24, Landwehr teaches a communication module operable to 
communicate information via the network (col. 2 lines 65 thru col.3 line 6); a delay timer 
operably coupled to the communication module (col. 5 lines 29-34); and the delay timer 
including a delay time interval and operable to disable communication between the 
communication module and the network (col. 5 lines 29-34) without terminating all power 
to the communication module in response to a comparison of the delay time interval to 
any communication through the communication module (col. 2 lines 13-16). 

Regarding claim 25, Landwehr teaches a data bus coupled to the communication 
module and a processor; and the data bus operable to communicate information based 
on the delay time interval (col. 2 line 61 thru col.3 line 7; col.3 lines 59-65). 

Regarding claim 28, Landwehr teaches the delay time interval programmed via 
an interface associated with the delay timer (col. 5 lines 29-34). 

Regarding claim 30, Landwehr teaches a power state operably associated with 
the delay timer and the power state operable to provide power to the communication 
module (col.3 lines 22-25). 
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Regarding claim 31, Landwehr teaches a communication port communicatively 
coupling the communication module and the network; and the communication port 
operable based on the delay time interval (col.4 lines 30-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented an the prior are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 10, 20, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Landwehr, and further in view of Namma et al (US Patent No 
6,185,615). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Landwehr teaches the method of claim 1 , but does not teach 
locating a reference within a memory associated with the delay timer, the reference 
operably associated with enabling the communication module; and removing the 
reference in response to the communication module being idle for a time period greater 
than the delay time interval. 
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Namma does teach locating a reference within a memory associated with the 
delay timer, the reference operably associated with enabling the communication module 
(col. 6 lines 17-48); and removing the reference in response to the communication 
module being idle for a time period of greater than the delay time interval (col.6 lines 40- 
48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Landwehr's secure identification system with Namma's teaching of removing data 
associated with communication connection in order to provide an improved method of 
disconnecting communication between client and servers (Namma col.1 lines 52-54; 
col.6 lines 1-9). 

Claim 20 is substantially equivalent to claim 10 and is rejected because of similar 
rationale. 

Regarding claim 27, Namma teaches a communication module reference 
operable to be stored within memory (col.6 lines 18-22). 

Claims 12-14, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Landwehr, and further in view of Namma et al and Virtanen (US 
Patent No $,249,681). 

Regarding claim 12, Landwehr teaches disabling the communication module 
upon the communication module remaining idle for a time period greater than the delay 
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time interval (col. 3 lines 59-65), but does not teach storing a network reference operable 
to identify the network location; removing a communication module reference from a 
memory stack associated with the communication module, the communication module 
reference associated with enabling the communication module; and copying the 
communication module reference to the memory stick upon detecting a request by the 
system to access the network location. 

Namma teaches storing a network reference operable to identify the network 
location removing a communication module reference from a memory stack associated 
with the communication module, the communication module reference associated with 
enabling the communication module (col. 6 lines 17-48). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Lanwehr's secure identification system with 
Namma's teaching of removing data associated with communication connection in order 
to provide the improved method of disconnecting communication between clients and 
servers (Namma col.1 lines 52-54; col.6 lines 1-9). 

Virtanen teaches storing a network reference operable to identify the network 
location (col.4 lines 21-43), disabling the communication module upon the 
communication module remaining idle for a time period greater than the delay time 
interval (col. 2 lines 42-51), and copying the communication module reference to the 
memory stack upon detecting a request by the system to access the network location 
(col. 5 lines 1-7). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Landwehr's secure identification system with Virtanen's teaching of re- 
establishing communication in order to provide an improved and more efficient method 
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that re-establishes communication between the parties after communication has been 
disconnected, interrupted, or disabled (col.3 lines 23-33; col. 3 lines 40-58). 

Regarding claim 13, Landwehr, Namma and Virtanen teach the method of claim 
12, in addition Virtanen teaches enabling the communication module and accessing the 
network location using the network reference (col. 5 lines 1-7). 

Regarding claim 14, Landwehr, Namma, and Virtanen teach the method of claim 
12, in addition Landwehr teaches initializing the delay timer upon detecting a user 
initiated request to access the network (col.3 lines 32-37). 

Claims 22 and 23 are substantially equivalent to claims 12 and 13 respectively 
and are rejected because of similar rationale. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Landwehr, and further in view of Virtanen. 

Regarding claim 26, Landwehr teaches the device of claim 24, but does not 
teach a memory operable to store the delay time interval. Virtanen teaches a memory 
operable to store the delay timer interval (col.6 lines 38-40; col.8 lines 54-62). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Landwehr's secure 
identification system with Virtanen's teaching of re-establishing communication in order 
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to provide an improved and more efficient method that re-establishes communication 
between parties after communication has been disconnected, interrupted, or disabled 
(col.3 lines 23-33; col.3 lines 40-58). 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Landwehr, and further in view of Yoshiba (US Patent No 5,495,480). 

Regarding claim 29, Landwehr teaches the device of claim 28 but does not teach 
the delay time interval programmed using a delay time interval reference and a 
communication module reference. Yoshida teaches the delay time interval programmed 
using a delay time interval reference and a communication module reference (col.1 lines 
34-35; col.2 lines 21-41; col.3 lines 20-27; col.5 lines 10-43). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Landwehr's secure identification 
system with Yoshida's teachings of a disconnecting timer circuit in order to provide a 
time dependent disconnecting circuit that is able to accommodate higher level 
applications (Yoshida col.1 lines 35-60). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamara Teslovich whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4241. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





